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The distribution of the spotted skunk, 
while not so wide as that of his striped rela- 
tive, still extends over half the area of the 
United States. The authors describe the 
antics and development of a female spotted 
skunk and her male offspring born and main- 
tained on the campus of the University of 
California at Los Angeles. While in the 
wild the diet of these animals consists largely 
of lizards, insects, snails, and small rodents, 
supplemented by berries and herbs, in cap- 
tivity they ate voraciously of canned dog 
food and subsisted for a month without any 
apparent ill effects on fresh figs and avoca- 
dos. Hairy caterpillars and desert taran- 
tulas were rolled on the ground to remove 
the hairs before being devoured, and when 
a strong onion refused to divest itself of its 
scent under similar handling, it was rejected. 
The animals are fully grown before three 
months and ean probably use their scent- 
glands from the age of six weeks. 
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The extensive cultivation of mushrooms 
has been undertaken in the United States 
only since 1918, mainly under conditions 
carefully set up to meet their special needs. 
The species used commercially is one of the 
common field-mushrooms, Agaricus campes- 
tris. The spores are taken from the mush- 
room under sterile conditions and grown on 
a carefully balanced medium to develop into 
the mass of root-like mycelium, or spawn; 
this is inoculated into culture jars filled with 
sterile medium (usually made of tobacco 
stems combined with humus and suitable 
chemicals) and placed in large constant- 
temperature rooms until it is well developed. 
The spawn can then be planted in composted, 
cured, and steam-pasteurized horse manure 
or can be slowly dried and kept for several 
years in a dormant state. Although artificial 
culture media have been tried, they are not 
yet commercially profitable as a substitute 
for manure. The growing is done indoors 
under conditions of constant, fairly cool tem- 
perature, low humidity, and good ventilation. 
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